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le Attached hereto {or youwr inforsstion is an estimate of
soviet capabilities in the fleld of atomic energy. This estimate
hes been concurred in by all members of the Joink MNuclear Energy
intelligence Committee which has representation from the ATEY 4
Navy, Alr, Central intelligence agenoy, State, and Atomic Energy
Lommission intelligence deparitments,

s The significant changes in this g&?@r from the previous
estimete of 1 Januery 1949, which was Jurnished your headquarters
by letter dated 1& Januery 1949, seme subject, are as followss

8o Whereas the 1 January estimate indiceted that the
dates of wid=l850 and mid-1965 were based on U, ey Brivish, and
Canadian experience in the field of atomic energy and By 4 oot
parison of Soviet and vestern industrisl pericrmance in other
fields of similar size and complexity, this latest estimate ine
dleetes that intelligence substentistes these dates in poenersle

bs This latest estimate includes informstion indicating
that if the Soviets are attempiting an atomie bomb by one method
only (methed not indicsted), the ecarliest pogsible date by which
we might expect them to produce an atomic bomb weuld be mid=l951,
The information %o date ls not sufficient o state that this is
the only method by whisch the JSoviess ers et templing an atomio
bamb,

Go in this estimate the bomb stoekpile figures for the
Soviets have becn incressed ss indicated,
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%. Based on the information available, 1% is belleved st
this paper represenis as r»lig%l% an estisate as can be stated at
the present tise.
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