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Jacob Boyce 
 

Allied Leaders Prepare 
for Potsdam 
Conference to Finalize 
Post-War Plans 
 

Potsdam, Germany, July 1945 – As the 

world shifts from the devastation of war to 

the complexities of peace, Allied leaders 

prepare to convene once again—this time in 

Potsdam, Germany. President Harry S. 

Truman, who recently took office following 

President Roosevelt's passing, will join 

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 

(soon replaced by Clement Attlee) and 

Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin to discuss the 

final arrangements for post-war Europe and 

Asia. 

The leaders will meet at Cecilienhof Palace 

in Potsdam with a daunting agenda: 

stabilizing Europe, outlining the occupation 

and administration of Germany, and 

addressing the question of reparations. 

They will also revisit plans for the Pacific, as 

the United States seeks Soviet assistance in 

bringing Japan to surrender. 

The Potsdam Conference follows the 

earlier agreements made at Yalta, though 

much has changed since that initial 

gathering. The Allied powers face the 

challenge of balancing cooperation with 

diverging visions for post-war influence. 

With tensions emerging over Eastern 

Europe and the reconstruction of Germany, 

this meeting is likely to reveal cracks in the 

Allied unity that carried them through the 

war. Observers are eager to see whether the 

Potsdam Conference will set the foundation 

for lasting peace or lay the groundwork for 

new divisions. 

 

 

 

American of Doolitteles Eighth Air Force flies over the capital of Germany, Berlin.  

 

Jacob Boyce 
 

The World Shifts Since Yalta 
as Germany Falls and Allies 
Reshape Power 
News from the Front  

London, July 1945 – In the months since the 

Yalta Conference, the global landscape has 

transformed dramatically. Germany has 

surrendered, officially ending the war in 

Europe. Celebrations erupted across Allied 

nations on Victory in Europe (VE) Day in 

May, marking the Allied triumph after years 

of brutal warfare. With the Nazi regime 

defeated, the focus now shifts to establishing 

peace, rebuilding nations, and preventing 

future conflicts on European soil. 

However, despite this victory, the path to 

peace has grown increasingly complex. The 

Soviet Union, whose troops occupy much of 

Eastern Europe, has begun installing pro-

Soviet governments. This Soviet influence 

has sparked alarm in both the United States 

and the United KingdomWestern leaders 

worry that Soviet expansion could alter the 

balance of power across Europe. 

In the United States, President Harry S. 

Truman has taken a firmer stance against the 

Soviet Union than his predecessor, President 

Roosevelt. Truman, who assumed office after 

Roosevelt’s passing in April, is wary of 

Stalin’s ambitions in Europe and has pledged 

to protect American democratic values 

abroad. This shift in U.S. leadership signals a 

new era in Allied relations, as Truman 

appears less willing to compromise with 

Stalin’s vision for Eastern Europe. 

 

Across the Atlantic, Britain faces its own 

transition. Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill, a steadfast leader through the 

darkest days of the war, now finds his 

leadership contested as the nation prepares 

for a general election. The election’s 

outcome could influence Britain’s 

approach to post-war diplomacy. 

Meanwhile, a remarkable technological 

breakthrough has occurred in the United 

States: the successful test of an atomic 

bomb has introduced a new era of military 

power. Known only to a handful of leaders, 

this weapon could bring the ongoing war 

with Japan to an abrupt end. The atomic 

bomb has also altered diplomatic 

dynamics, giving the United States a critical 

edge and lessening the perceived need for 

Soviet assistance in the Pacific theater. 

As the Allies prepare for the upcoming 

Potsdam Conference, these changes 

highlight the shifting dynamics among the 

Allied powers. With Europe in ruins, the 

leaders must decide how to govern a 

defeated Germany, manage reparations, 

and chart a course for rebuilding. The 

future of post-war Europe and the 

endurance of Allied unity will be tested in 

the discussions that follow, as each nation 

seeks to secure its vision for a lasting peace. 

 
 

Meeting between allied forces underway in Potsdam, 

Germany 



 


